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ParaRede, a global supplier of
Information Technology
products and solutions, is the
principal Sponsor of the Eco-
Schools European
Coordination, together with it's
affiliated company,
TerraPortugal.com, a major
website portal for Portuguese
communities, providing social,
cultural, news and other
interests to visitors in Portugal
and around the world.

With its vast experience and
expertise in information and
internet systems, ParaRede is
working closely with the Eco-
Schools Coordination in
bringing to fruition such
projects as the Linking System,
and building the electronic
online networking tools for
schools and individuals to use.
For more information:
www.pararede.com
www.terraportugal.com
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Coordination:

coordinator's eaitorial

Much has happened since the last Eco-News rolled off the press! The European Coordination is
now in Lisbon, Portugal; three more countries are taking part in the programme : Estonia, Latvia
and Romania. With the number of schools participating, there is a growing need to provide our
schools with interesting ways to network with each other and see the cumulative effects of all their
individual work. This is the reasoning behind two main projects soon available to schools : the
Eco-Schools ltinerary and the schools’ environmental indicators system, both developed in
conjunction with our Partners. We hope these projects will contribute to a new and growing
international dimension of our programme, bringing schools closer together. On behalf of

the Eco-Schools European Coordination, | hope you have a great summer vacation,

and look forward to receiving news and ideas from Eco-Schools, and all the

individuals (large and small) who make the programme happen.

Sérgio Santos
European Coordinator

Please welcome to the Eco-Schools International Community:
Estonia, Latvia and Romania.

Estonia: Latvia:

An Estonian - Danish Cooperation is now under ~ Eco-Schools in Latvia is being developed by = Romanian Eco-Schools celebrated the
development, within the spirit of the Small Grant ~ VAK - Environmental Protection Club of Latvia.  International Meteorology and Hydrology day,
Facility programme (administrated by The Inan early stage ofimplementation VAKisnow  and also Spring Day, when students cleaned
Danish Outdoor Council). Estonians want to  looking for partners and/or sponsorstolaunch  up their schoolyards and the parks and
take advantage of the experience and know-  the programme. gardens nearby. Earth Day, on 22™ of April was

how of the Danish Eco-Schools programme
(Gron Skole). The Danish material will be
translated and tested on the pilot schools, in
order to adapt it to Estonia’s own school

also celebrated. At the end of the school year,
the best schools will receive the European and
National Eco-Schools certificate as a reward
fortheir activity.

Romania:

Annemarie Banuta

system. Meetings and ongoing dialogue with  For the school year 2000/2001 we have .
Eco-Schools Romania

the pilot-schools form the guidelines of the  registered 40 Schools, and we hope to
development of Eco-Schools in Estonia. increase this number next year. In March,
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Croatia:

Eco-Schools Implementation! Two new Eco-Schools
= awards in May

electronics,

social &

health etc. The first year application project is a registration program on local
climatic conditions (wind, temperature around the building, solar impacts at
facades, humidity etc.). The results will be used by architects and consultants
planning a new building, extending the total school area to 20.000 m2. In this
way pupils and teachers impact on the design and future operation of the
school. The school participates in a national green building programme,
developing new technology, improving indoor air quality, rationalising the use of
resources and enhancing the outdoor environment.

There are over 150 Eco-Schools in Greece,
some of which already have the Green Flag
and others that should be ready for the
project's award next Autumn. The following
statement, from the teachers and students
of the 13" and 21% Primary Schools of
Keratsini Attikis, Greece, demonstrates the
meaning of Eco-Schools:

"Eco-Schools" means a break from the
daily routine, teachers and students filled
with enthusiasm, active participation in
issues concerning young thinking people.
The awareness-raising derives from the
Eco-Schools themes, it turns them into
forceful and critical citizens. Students learn
how to create, to use something that others
consider useless, to save energy, to
consume water properly and to make their
contribution in preserving natural
resources. The school is open towards
society; its horizon is expanded. The Eco-
Schools Green Flag is waving and giving
hope and courage to the students so that
they can strive to protect the environment,
to protect our planet".

Alice Vavouris
Feee' s Projects Coordination
Hellenic society for the Protection of
Nature

a first hand experience of what kind of activities and
initiatives are being carried out in other Eco-
Schools. By "popular demand”, the next Eco-Bus
in Leganés will be on 16" May.
In the near future, the second Eco-Schools
National Meeting for Environmental Committees
will be organised and schools from all the
participating Regions will be invited. Also, we intend
to reinforce
the presence of
the Spanish Eco-
Schools network on
the Internet with the
support of the
Retevision
Foundation.



